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Movie and TV Show List – Continuing Education

Name Summary CASA has copy 
(Y/N)

Continuing 
Education (CE)

Hours

A Beautiful Mind After a brilliant but asocial mathematician accepts secret work in cryptography, his life takes a turn for the 
nightmarish.

N 2

The Blind Side
The story of Michael Oher, a homeless and traumatized boy who became an All American football player and first 
round NFL draft pick with the help of a caring woman and her family.Topics: Foster care, drug abuse, success story, 
based on real person.

N 2

Camp
To impress a potential client, financial advisor Ken Matthews signs up to be a counselor at a camp for kids in the 
foster system. (Available as “watch now” on Netflix)
Topics: Foster care, abuse

N 2

I am Sam A mentally retarded man fights for custody of his 7-year-old daughter, and in the process teaches his cold-hearted 
lawyer the value of love and family.Topics: Parenting, mental disability, custody battle

N 2.25

Gracie’s Choice A teenage girl tries to raise her three half-brothers and 1 half-sister on her own after their drug-addicted mother is 
sent to jail.Topics: Teen taking care of siblings, drugs, incarceration

N 1.5

Short Term 12 A 20-something supervising staff member of a residential treatment facility navigates the troubled waters of that 
world alongside her co-worker and longtime boyfriend.Topics: Foster care, group home life

N 1.5

Crash Los Angeles citizens with vastly separate lives collide in interweaving stories of race, loss and redemption.Topics: 
Race and class issues

N 1.5

Antwone Fisher
A young sailor, Antwone Fisher (Derek Luke), is ordered to see a Navy psychiatrist (Denzel Washington) who helps 
him get a handle on debilitating anger that causes many shipboard scraps -- and that also led Fisher to a life of 
crime before he joined the Navy.

N 2

Sherrybaby

This movie is about a young woman's struggle for normalcy. After being released from prison, Sherry Swanson 
(Gyllenhaal) returns to the realities of life, visiting with her parole officer, finding a job and being a mother to her 5-
year-old daughter. But complications arise when Swanson learns that in her absence her brother and his wife have 
become surrogate parents.

Y 1.5

Domestic Violence
By shadowing residents of The Spring in Tampa, Fla. -- the state's largest shelter for battered women and their 
children -- acclaimed documentary filmmaker Frederick Wiseman sheds light on domestic violence and reveals the 
complications that make it such a difficult problem to solve.

N 3.25

Real Life Teens: Alcohol The teenage years are a time of much anxiety and drama; walking the line between childhood and adulthood is 
both liberating and frightening..

N 0.5

Thirteen Thirteen-year-old Tracy (Evan Rachel Wood) is a good girl. She's smart, gets along with her mother (Holly Hunter) 
and is never any trouble. But then she befriends Evie

Y 1.5

Freedom Writers Hilary Swank stars as a young teacher who inspires her at-risk students in this moving drama based on true events. N 2

World’s Most 
Dangerous Drugs

Cheap, powerful and highly addictive, methamphetamine -- or meth -- has been called the world's most destructive 
drug.

N 1.5

16 Years of Alcohol In a series of flashbacks, this stark tale follows Frankie (Kevin McKidd) as he navigates through a life fraught with 
difficulty and alcoholism.

N 1.5

Breaking the Silence Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Foster Youth Tell Their Stories Y 0.75

Methamphetamine: A 
Prevention Trilogy

Meth...The Great Deceiver
Where Meth Goes... Violence and Destruction Follow
Hidden Dangers: Meth Labs

Y 1

Juno
Facing an unplanned pregnancy, teenage Juno (Ellen Page) devises a plan to locate the proverbial perfect parents to 
adopt her baby. But the seemingly ideal couple Juno chooses still has some growing up to do. Now, everyone in 
Juno's world must do a little soul-searching.

N 1.5

Growing Up Online

Frontline PBS

Watch Online
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/programs/ Online 1

The Medicated Child
Frontline PBS

Watch Online
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/programs/

Online 1

The Meth Epidemic
Frontline PBS

Watch online
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/programs/2006.html

Yes and
Online

1

Basketball Diaries Jim Carroll's autobiographical novel chronicles a young basketball player's descent into addiction. N 2

Higher Learning
"You gotta get that 'We are the world' crap outta your head, 'cause it ain't gonna happen on this campus." College 
is a battleground in the hands of writer-director John Singleton (Boyz N the Hood). As several students make their 
way through school, they find themselves traversing a minefield of race and sexuality.

N 2

Homeless to Harvard
The Liz Murray Story. Based on real-life events, this drama directed by Peter Levin tells the inspiring story of Liz 
Murray (Thora Birch), a homeless teen forced to care for herself and live on the streets when her parents lose their 
battle with drug addiction.

N 1.5

The Pursuit of 
Happyness

Will Smith (in an Oscar-nominated role) and his real-life son Jaden star in this tearjerker about a struggling single 
parent determined to build a better life for himself and his child.

Y 2

White Oleander
Ingrid Magnussen (Michelle Pfeiffer), a feminist poet, poisons her ex-boyfriend in a fit of jealousy and is sentenced 
to life in prison, forcing her orphaned daughter, Astrid (Alison Lohman), to live in a series of foster homes with five 
very different women.

N 2

Precious Claireece Precious Jones endures unimaginable hardships in her young life. Abused by her mother, raped by her 
father, she grows up poor, angry, illiterate, fat, unloved and generally unnoticed.

N 2

Pregnancy Pact Inspired by the true story of teenagers at Gloucester (Mass.) High School who agreed to get pregnant at the same 
time.

N 1.5

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/programs/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/programs/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/programs/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/programs/
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/John_Singleton/86164
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/John_Singleton/86164
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/John_Singleton/86164
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Will_Smith/86971
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Will_Smith/86971


Blindside
Based on the true story of Leigh Anne and Sean Tuohy who take in a homeless teenage African-American, Michael 
"Big Mike" Oher. Michael has no idea who is father is and his mother is a crack head. Michael has had little formal 
education and few skills to help him learn.

N 2

Temple Grandin
A young, autistic woman sees the world like no other, taking snapshots of the world in her mind, and recalling them 
without thought. She substitutes human contact for a life of caring for animals, developing humane methods of 
taking care of livestock destined for the slaughterhouse.

N 2

Winter’s Bone In director Debra Granik's unflinching noir drama set deep in the Ozarks, resilient teen Ree Dolly (Jennifer 
Lawrence) goes on the trail of her missing, drug-dealing father when his absence jeopardizes the family's safety.

N 2

The Soloist A man who has studied a Julliard & plays a 2 stringed violin is living on the streets. A newspaper writer recognizes 
his talent and tries to help him by getting him into an apartment, etc.

n 2

First Circle “Heather Rae, Cherokee, documentary First Circle, about the foster care system and the impact of drugs on families 
and children.

n 1

Perks of being a 
Wallflower

THE PERKS OF BEING A Based on the novel written by Stephen Chbosky, this is about 15-year-old Charlie (Logan 
Lerman), an endearing and naive outsider, coping with first love (Emma Watson), the suicide of his best friend, and 
his own mental illness while struggling to find a group of people with whom he belongs.

n 1.5

Oranges and Sunshine
Oranges and Sunshine tells the story of Margaret Humphreys, a social worker from Nottingham, who uncovered 
one of the most significant social scandals in recent times: the forced migration of children from the United 
Kingdom

N 1.5

December Boys
Prolific television and film director Rod Hardy helms this tale of four young orphans coming of age in 1960s-era 
Australia. Soon after the quartet leaves the orphanage behind for a seaside holiday, rumors that one of them is 
about to be adopted lead to steadily rising tensions among the tightly knit group.

N 1.5

Short-Term 12
This movie offers a glimpse into the life of youth in a typical group home. Short-Term 12 portrays the relationships 
between residents, staff and family. When a new resident arrives her problems force the staff to face their own 
past.

N
Netflix 1.5

The Foster (TV series) A multi-ethnic family mix of foster, adopted, and biological kids are being raised by two moms.
Topics; Foster care, adoption, interracial adoption, LGBT families

N Up to 2hrs

Our America with Lisa 
Ling

Documentary series on marginal groups, including nontraditional families of many types. In 2014, aired a special on 
foster care.

N 0.75

The Inevitable Defeat of 
Mister and Pete

When his mother is arrested for drugs and prostitution, 14-year-old Mister takes charge of 9-year-old runaway Pete 
and tries to shield them both from protective services. But surviving on the streets of Brooklyn is no easy task.

N
Netflix

1.5

Lion Adopted son searches for his parents in India N
Netflix

118 min.

Moonlight A young black man grows up in Miami dealing with life on the street, drugs and his influence on a neighborhood 
child

N 111 min.

The Great Gilly Hopkins Young and feisty Gilly devises a scheme to escape her new foster home and reunite with her birthmother N 99 min.

The Bad Kids About youth in a continuing high school struggling to graduate while facing problems at home. See trailer
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-gHRZKRuuRk

N 100 min.

Food Chains Farmworkers in Immokalee, Fla., launch a hunger strike at the headquarters of Publix supermarkets to protest poor 
wages and working conditions.

N 1.5

CHOSEN A semi-loser is visited by an Angel and told that he is the chosen one. He sets out to find and ultimately fights a 
demon.

N 1.5

Trade of Innocents Still dealing with the grief of losing their own child years earlier, a couple (Dermot Mulroney, Mira Sorvino) rescue 
young girls from sex traffickers in Southeast Asia.

N 1.5

Nefarious: Merchant of 
Souls

Nefarious: Merchant of Souls is a 2011 American documentary film about modern human trafficking, specifically 
sexual slavery. Presented from a Christian worldview, Nefarious covers human trafficking in the United States, 
Western and Eastern Europe, and Southeast Asia, alternating interviews with re-enactments.

N 2

Call + Response

This documentary urges viewer to help end the global slave trade, portraying a contemporary epidemic in which 
countless underprivileged and anonymous people -- often young women and girls -- are sold into various forms of 
bondage in all corners of the world. The film makes its points through commentary from experts like Princeton 
University professor Cornel West and former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, and with performances by 
socially conscious musicians such as Talib Kweli.

N 1.75

The 13th Filmmaker Ava DuVernay explores the history of racial inequality in the United States, focusing on the fact that the 
nation's prisons are disproportionately filled with African-Americans.

N
Netflix

1.75

Tricked A documentary examining all sides of America's sex-trafficking trade, which destroys lives as it generates $3 billion a 
year, and following the Denver vice squad as they pursue sex traffickers and rescue victims of the trade.

N 1.5

The Dark Side of 
Chocolate

Journalists investigate child trafficking in the Ivory Coast and show how it fuels the worldwide chocolate industry. N 1

Trade
A Texas cop (Kevin Kline), whose own daughter might have been forced into sexual slavery, joins forces with a 
Mexican youth (Cesar Ramos) to find the boy's sister, who was abducted and forced into prostitution. Meanwhile, a 
Ukrainian woman who was promised a better life in America also becomes a victim.

N 2

Not for Sale Not for Sale is an international 501 non-profit organization based out of San Francisco, California that works to 
protect people and communities around the world from human trafficking and modern-day slavery

N 2

Human Trafficking (TV 
series)

Human Trafficking is a television miniseries about an American Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent going 
undercover to stop an organization from trafficking people, and shows the struggles of three trafficked women

N Up to 2 hours

Instant Family A couple find themselves in over their heads when they foster three children. N 2

Won't You Be My 
Neighbor

Documentary shares the life and thoughts of Mr. Rogers, of Mr. Rogers Neighborhood. N 1.5

Miss Representation Explores the under-representation of women in positions of power and influence in America, and challenges the 
media's limited portrayal of what it means to be a powerful woman

Y 1



The Mask You Live In

The Mask You Live In follows boys and young men as they struggle to stay true to themselves while negotiating 
America's narrow definition of masculinity. Research shows that compared to girls, boys in the U.S. are more likely 
to be diagnosed with a behavior disorder, prescribed stimulant medications, fail out of school, binge drink, commit 
a violent crime, and/or take their own lives.

N 1.5

Carissa
Carissa Phelps graduated with both a law degree and an MBA from UCLA. But when she was 12, she was kidnapped 
in an area known for prostitution in Fresno. This documentary short is Carissa's journey as a young adult to face the 
places that had haunted her for too long.

Y 0.5

Paper Tigers
Paper Tigers is the story of how one school made such dramatic progress. Following six students over the course of 
a school year, we see Lincoln's staff try a new approach to discipline: one based on understanding and treatment 
rather than judgment and suspension

N 1.5

Life, Animated "The Little Mermaid," "The Lion King" and other animated Disney movies help a young autistic man to develop 
reading, writing and communication skills.

Y 1.5

A Man Called Ove

Ove (Rolf Lassgård) is the quintessential angry old man next door. An isolated retiree with strict principles and a 
short fuse, who spends his days enforcing block association rules that only he cares about, and visiting his wife's 
grave, Ove has given up on life. After a boisterous young family moves in next door and accidentally flattens Ove's 
mailbox, an unlikely friendship forms.

Y 1.75

The Mustang

Roman (Matthias Schoenaerts), a convict in a rural Nevada prison who struggles to escape his violent past, is 
required to participate in an "outdoor maintenance" program as part of his state-mandated social rehabilitation. 
Spotted by a no-nonsense veteran trainer (Bruce Dern) and helped by an outgoing fellow inmate and trick rider 
(Jason Mitchell), Roman is accepted into the selective wild horse training section of the program, where he finds his 
own humanity in gentling an especially unbreakable mustang.

N 1.5

Murder Mountain Netflix, watch now. Think legalizing marijuana made things safer for communities? Think again. This film exposes 
the dozens of people murdered and missing every year in Humboldt County in the growing community.

Netflix 4

Blakkklansman
This film won the Grand Prix prize at Cannes and garnered six Academy Award nominations. (From IMBD:) Ron 
Stallworth, an African American police officer from Colorado Springs, CO, successfully manages to infiltrate the local 
Ku Klux Klan branch with the help of a Jewish surrogate who eventually becomes its leader. Based on actual events.

Y 2

This is Us

Jack and his wife - who is very pregnant with triplets - have just moved into their new home in Pittsburgh. 
Successful and handsome television actor Kevin is growing increasingly bored with his bachelor lifestyle. Randall - 
who was abandoned at a fire station by his father as an infant - is a stylish New York-based businessman working to 
raise two daughters with his wife, Beth. These people are among a group, several of whom share a birthday, of 
seemingly random individuals whose lives intertwine in unexpected ways.

Hulu 2

Red Table Talk 
(Facebook episodes)

In the spirit of Mother's Day, Jada Pinkett-Smith sits down with her mother Adrienne and daughter 
Willow to frankly discuss life, love, motherhood, and the power of family, aiming to show and 
encourage open dialogue between families.

Facebook 0.5 per episode

I, Tonya

In 1991, talented figure skater Tonya Harding becomes the first American woman to complete a triple 
axel during a competition. In 1994, her world comes crashing down when her ex-husband conspires 
to injure Nancy Kerrigan, a fellow Olympic hopeful, in a poorly conceived attack that forces the young 
woman to withdraw from the national championship. Harding's life and legacy instantly become 
tarnished as she's forever associated with one of the most infamous scandals in sports history.

Y 2

Lean on Pete
Charley, a teen living with his single father, finds work caring for an aging racehorse named Lean on 
Pete. When he learns Pete is bound for slaughter, the two embark on an odyssey across the new 
American frontier in search of a place to call home

N 2

Three Identical 
Strangers

Identical triplets become separated at birth and adopted by three different families. Years later, their 
amazing reunion becomes a global sensation, but it also unearths an unimaginable secret that has radical 
repercussions.

Y 1.5


